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aid of books and upon deliberation, he is able to clear up 
difficult questions. 3. In a sufficient degree, i. e., in a manner 
that enables him to discharge the duties of his office." 

While, as the author tells us in his preface, the work was 
designed for the use of students in the seminary, we can 
imagine no book more truly invaluable either to the church- 
man or the layman than Dr. Smith's, and cheerfully recom- 
mend it to the careful study of all those who desire to com- 
prehend the principles, the policy and aim of the Roman 
Church. J. A. McC. 



The Law of Public Health and Safety, and the Powers 

and Duties of Boards of Health. By Leroy Parker 

and Robert H. Worthington. Albany, N. Y.: Matthew 

Bender, 1892. 

The scope of this book and its method of treatment, one 
of the authors having had a practical experience in one of 
the best State Boards of Health in the United States, are 
such as to commend it to the professions, both of law and 
medicine. 

As a manual for health officers, in our opinion, it is invalu- 
able. 

Every physician in general practice is confronted at times 
with important questions involving the public health which 
must be answered promptly and accurately ; and we know of 
no single book wherein he will find so safe a guide as in 
this book. 

About 2500 cases are cited, and, so far as we can see with 
the limited time at our disposal, the work appears to have 
been carefully done. The book deserves a much more 
extended notice, but we can conscientiously commend it as 
a valuable addition to legal literature. 

Marshall D. Ewell, M.D. 
The Kent Law School, Chicago. 



A Treatise on the Negligence of Municipal Corporations. 
By Dwight Orven Jones, author of " The Construction of 
Contracts." New York: Baker, Voorhis & Co., 1892. 
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A new work on the Law of Negligence is always acceptable. 
As long as courts of justice sit for the purpose of righting 
wrongs and settling disputes a large portion of the cases 
submitted for their decision will arise out of carelessness or 
neglect of some duty imposed which human fallibility will 
ever supply. A breach of individual duty is more readily 
detected and more quickly corrected than that of a powerful 
municipality, yet it is with instances of the latter that lawyers, 
especially city lawyers, have frequently to deal. It is only 
through an energetic and rigid application of the law on the 
part of the courts that municipal governments can be made 
to live up to the special duties which they owe the individuals 
who claim membership therein with all its accompanying re- 
sponsibilities. 

The initial chapter of Mr. Jones's book reviews briefly the 
"General principle of the Law of Negligence." The chapters 
succeeding treats the question of " Municipal Liability " from 
an historical point of view, and then proceed to show the 
distinction between the " Duties of a Solely Governmental 
Kind," and those of a "Solely Municipal Kind." The principal 
cases in which questions of negligence in municipalities are 
likely to arise then follow, such as "Highways," "Sidewalks," 
"Snow and Ice on Streets and Sidewalks," "Negligent Con- 
struction of Bridges and Failure to Repair," "Negligence in 
Making Public Improvements," and " Negligence in Connec- 
tion with Municipal Ownership or Management of Property." 

To the doctrine of "Respondent Superior," and the ques- 
tions of "Notice," " Proximate Cause," "Contributory Negli- 
gence," and "Evidence," each, a chapter is devoted. The 
work concludes with a chapter on "Damages." 

Negligence from a statutory point of view is carefully con- 
sidered, especially as regards the construction and care of 
highways. 

A large number of cases are cited, in which the author is to 
be commended for his discretion in selecting such parts of the 
court's opinion as sufficiently explain the facts, a particularly 
necessary thing to the proper understanding of the principle 
of law laid down in negligence cases. 
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The arrangement of the matter is admirable and an un- 
usually elaborate index guides the reader to any looked for 
point. 

The volume does credit to the publisher as well as to the 
author, being of convenient size, substantial binding and large 
clear type, with conspicuous headings. 

W. S. E. 



A Treatise on the Medical Jurisprudence of Insanity. 
By Edward C. Mann, M.D. Albany, N. Y.: Matthew 
Bender, 1893. 

The first thing that impressed us in opening this book was 
the pecularity of its title, for we find in it chapters on " Per- 
sonal Identity in Murder Cases," "Inhalation of Poisons,." etc., 
the relation of which to the jurisprudence of insanity is some- 
what difficult to see. 

The book, in our opinion, shows evidence of insufficient 
study of the subjects discussed and is full of ' inaccuracies and 
loose statements. 

To the lawyer we regard it as absolutely worthless, and the 
physician who relies upon its statements of alleged legal prin- 
ciples will have reason to regret it. It has no table of cases, 
which, perhaps, is unnecessary, for being struck by the worth- 
lessness of the legal (?) principles stated, we consulted some of 
the authorities cited and found, as we supposed, they did not 
support the text. 

As a sample of the lack of scientific classification of the 
work and the tendency of the writer to ramble, the reader is 
referred to page 24 in the chapter on "Morbid Sexual Perver- 
sions as related to Insanity," where the author describes the 
case of a patient suffering epileptic vertigo accompanying men- 
struation, with suicidal impulses, whom he described as refined 
and virtuous and apparently normal in every respect, after 
which he wanders into a wordy discussion of the right and 
wrong theory, closing with the admonition that " it is time for 
the medical profession to come to the point and voice science 
in this matter, etc." The author seems not to know that there 



